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Proposal to Form a Special Interest Group for ISTE  

Focused on Early Learning and Technology 

 

Proposed name of the new SIG  

Early Learning and Technology  (SIGELT) 

Date 

August 14, 2012 

Petitioner Information: 

Gail Lovely 

Gail@GailLovely.com 

ISTE Member for more than 20 years 

Gail has served as software reviewer for Learning and Leading, as a 
mentor and professional developer, as webinar facilitator and as an 
attendee at more than 20 ISTE Conferences, presenting at most of 
these and as a spotlight presenter at 6 recent ISTE conferences. Gail 
served on the Board of Directors of CUE of California, an Affiliate of 
ISTE. 

Other volunteer leaders: 

Heidi Echternacht   Heidiechternacht@gmail.com 

Amanda Marrinan  amandagem@gmail.com  

Dale McManis  dmcmanis@hatchearlychildhood.com 

Jennifer Wagner  projectsbyjen@gmail.com 
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Please also see the list of about 200 supporters that is attached to this 
SIG Proposal as Appendix A. 

Group Purpose 

SIGELT is an advocate for developmentally appropriate technology 
usage in early learning classrooms and promotes the advancement 
of meaningful technology integration in teaching and learning. 

 

The Early Learning and Technology Special Interest Group connects 
educational professionals and others interested in the meaningful 
use of technologies with early learners, ages 3 to 8 years. Low levels 
of literacy and the need for high levels of active, concrete-
operational experiences in early learners leads to a special set of 
needs for educators and others working with this age group. We 
believe that this special interest group will help to support the 
creation, integration and pedagogically sound use of technologies 
and technological strategies with young children.  

 

SIGELT strives to develop a supportive professional community where 
members can share successes, provide leads to new or newly 
discovered tools, methodologies, and resources, and act as a 
sounding board to explore the possibilities technologies can bring to 
our youngest learners. 

 

Why do you think this topic should become the focus of an ISTE SIG?  

The needs of this particular group of learners are often overlooked in 
the educational technology world. Young learners are not just big 
learners in small bodies. The people responsible for providing tools, 
resources and professional development, those responsible for 
teaching the youngest learners, and those developing materials, 
software and hardware have all expressed an interest in a “place” 
to discuss and share and learn more about technologies and early 
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learning, this ISTE is uniquely qualified to provide that “place” 
through the support of this new Special Interest Group. 

The passionate response to the idea of a SIG with a focus on young 
learners and technology is a dramatic illustration of the incredible 
interest, passion, and need felt by so many in the field of education. 
By posting and sharing via Twitter and Facebook and at Birds of a 
Feather sessions at the last two ISTE Conferences, a small group of 
eager educators and others has amassed more than 200 supporters 
via a simple website: 
(http://www.earlylearningandtechnologies.com/ ) 

The depth of need is well-stated in Appendix B to this document, a 
list of comments left on the aforementioned website in response to 
the question “Why do you feel it is important for ISTE to have a 
Special Interest Group for Early Learning and Technologies?”. 

Group Goals and Objectives  

1. Provide collegial support to educators looking to use 
developmentally appropriate technologies and methodologies with 
young learners (3-8 years of age). 
2. Curate a rich collection of ideas, resources and strategies for the 
meaningful use of technologies with young learners. 
3. Advocate for professional development opportunities for 
educators of young learners and those who support these 
educators. 
4. Disseminate best practices and best practices research in the 
area of technology integration in early learning. 
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Appendix	
  A	
  
Supporters	
  of	
  the	
  Formation	
  of	
  SIGELT	
  as	
  of	
  7/25/2012	
  

 
First Name Last Name Email Address 
   
Gail Lovely Gail@GailLovely.com 
Wanda Muhs wmuhs@newmanschool.org 

Kathryn Blades kblades@currituck.k12.nc.us 

Amanda Helmkamp amanda.helmkamp@gmail.com 

Julie Gathright jlgathright@okcps.org 
Wendy Lee wendy.lee@honwanji.us 
Terese Scott tscott@strita-school.org 
Suzanne Savidge savisuze@msn.com 
Nancy Flanagan nmf3131@verizon.net 
Kristy Vincent kristy.vincent@esc13.txed.net 
Mardelle Sauerborn kinderfjmes@shaw.ca 
Patty Johnson pjohnson@dordcs.org 
Nancy Sharoff nancy.sharoff@gmail.com 
Amy Murray mllenuit@gmail.com 
Shawn Wyble shawnwyble@gmail.com 
Linda Merman lmerman@pbday.org 
Janie Darnell darnelljc@gmail.com 
Heidi Echternacht Heidiehen@yahoo.com    
Mary  Airy Mairy@gwaea.org 
Wendy Feiner wfeiner@cherrycreekschools.org 
Sandra Gassner tekteech7@gmail.com 
Heidi  Echternacht heidiechternacht@gmail.com 
Jordan Lippman lippmanj@hotmail.com 
Judith Behrens judith.behrens 
Maggie Powers margaret.a.powers@gmail.com 
Jeremy Brueck jbrueck@uakron.edu 
Chip Donohue CDonohue@erikson.edu 
Fran Simon fran.simon@esbyfs.com 
Shelly Voelker shellyv@ufl.edu 
Diana van Walsum dianavanwalsum@gmail.com 
Sally Edwards sally61751@yahoo.com 
Carolina Nugent carolina.nugent@gmail.com 
Carol Annette cannette@gmail.com 
traci Selby traciselby@yahoo.com 
Laura Habegger laura.habegger@gmail.com 
Amanda Marrinan amandagem@gmail.com 
Emilia Iordanova emilia.iordanova@gmail.com 
Sally Elsby selsb1@eq.edu.au 
Megan Power Mpower@powayusd.com 
Gail Driscoll Driscgai@berkeleyprep.org 
Tamarah Henderson hendetam@berkeleyprep.org 
Jodi Altringer Jodialtringer@gmail.com 
joyce tsang jtsang@theschool.columbia.edu 
Brenda Heil brendabear86@yahoo.com 
Erin Wilkey Oh wilkeyem@gmail.com 
Mary Ann Reilly maryann.reilly58@gmail.com 
Barb Mathieson mathieson1@shaw.ca 
Dan LoCascio dan.locascio@ais.at 
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Jennifer Marrewa jgmarrewa@k12.com 
Melanie Midgley melaniemidgley@gmail.com 
Julie Manion jmanion@saintfrancisschool.net 
Carol Hadley Chadley@iced.net 
Monica Machado machadom@cajonvalley.net 
Julie Gathright Jlgathright@okcps.org 
Robin Kelley rkelley@pioneer.k12.ca.us 
Karen Lirenman mslirenman@gmail.com 
Jennifer Orr jenorr@gmail.com 
Kathleen Lindstrom Kathleen.lindstrom@ecsd.net 
Patty Mcnichol Patricia.mcnichol@nn.k12.va.us 
jo kimmins jkimmins@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Lora Sarchet lsarchet@shaw.ca 
niki leech ndpfamily@shaw.ca 
Betsy Greenway betsy@mnbgreenway.com 
Janiece Kneppe janiece.kneppe@rrcc.edu 
Christine French Christine.french@craven.k12.nc.us 
Della Smith Dsmith@eesd.org 
Dorothy Balfe dbalfe@sp-apostle.org 
Dale McManis dmcmanis@hatchearlychildhood.com 
Matt Wachel matt.wachel@cerner.com 
Debby Hollowell tajmahollowell@gmail.com 
Stephanie Sandifer sscajun@gmail.com 
Carol Teitelman Cteitelman@gmail.com 
Susan Brooks-Young Sjbrooks@aol.com 
Peggy George pgeorge@mac.com 
Sandra  Gassner tekteech7@gmail.com 
Sandra Logan Slogan26@gmail.com 
Janie Darnell darnelljc@gmail.com 
Sue Mitra Suesulinmitra@gmail.com 
Elizabeth Kazakoff elizabeth.kazakoff@tufts.edu 
Linda Merman lmerman@pbday.org 
Pam Courtney pamela_courtney@bellsouth.net 
Scott Floyd floyds@woisd.net 
Mardelle Sauerborn kinderfjmes@shaw.ca 
Jennifer Wagner projectsbyjen@gmail.com 
Amanda Armstrong AArmstrong@erikson.edu 
Margie Rogers mawrogers@gmail.com 
Kristy Vincent kvpurplelife@gmail.com 
Betsy Furler bfurler@sbcglobal.net 
Dorie Glynn doriedance70@gmail.com 
Barb Grooms grooms@wowway.com 
Sue Roseman sue.rosemanocdsb.ca 
Annemarie Harris Amharris34@gmail.com 
Ryan Cox rmcoxx@kalcounty.com 
Marcia Barham marcia.barham@gmail.com 
Ann Oro annoro@mac.com 
Terry Shay tjshay@yahoo.com 
Louise Flannery louise.flannery@gmail.com 
Becky Wooldridge Twoo1997@charter.net 
Howie DiBlasi howie@frontier.net 
Liz Griffiths liz@childishmedia.com 
Melinda Kolk editor@thecreativeeducator.com 
Rona Chisholm-Cleary rcleary@staff.ednet.ns,ca 
Nancy Sharoff Nsharoff@ecs.k12.ny.us 
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Cindy Adamson cindy.adamson@sbcglobal.net 
Lyssa Sahadevan lyssaturner@yahoo.com 
Alma Llanas allanas@southsanisd.net 
Patricia Neudecker pneudecker@glenview34.org 
Leslie Troogstad eilsel00_06@hotmail.com 
Melanie Corn mcorn55@gmail.com 
Debbie Burton iphone5417@gmail.com 
Tracey Miller tracey.miller@logan-elm.k12.oh.us 
Diane Ireland irelandd@davie.k12.nc.us 
Sheri Jones Sjones@solon.k12.ia.us 
Annette Bruner annette.bruner@nn.k12.va.us 
Amanda Snatchko as1681@nyu.edu 
sonia hagaman sonia.hagaman@rpsb.us 
Sue Holt Sholt@naselleschools.org 
Kristen Magyar Kmagyar@hffmcsd.org 
Donna Waters dwaters@nbisd.org 
Laura  McDonnell lmcdonnell@avon.k12.ct.us 
Linda Erwin lerwin@acisd.org 
Jodi Huber jsobczak@broc.wnyric.org 
Mary Kreul mkkreul@gmail.com 
Patrice  Heinrichs pheinrichs@comcast.net 
Deborah Krall Debkrall@verizon.net 
Patty Prendergast prendergastpatty@mac.com 
Cathy Grueber cgrueber@faithbaycity.org 
Helene Stacho helene.stacho@escco.org 
Darlene Upham umi2sons@yahoo.com 
Judy Pattison jdpattis@yahoo.com 
Rawya Shatila rawy.ab@hotmail.com 
Beth Poston bposton@cesjds.org 
Susan LaFaso slafaso@otsdk6.org 
Shari Chittenden sharichittenden@sd54.org 
Maritza Villa mvilla@irvingisd.net 
Audrey Estupinan Audreyestupinan@gmail.com 
Maureen Pandola mapand@gmail.com 
Laura Laurent Llaurent@fwacademy.org 
Theresa Pinamonti Tpinamonti@sainttheresaschool.org 
Kim Appel kappel.texas@gmail.com 
Beverly McNeilly mcneilly9@gmail.com 
Anna Baralt abaralt@shorecrest.org 
Theodore  Shatagin  theo.shatagin@gmail.com 
Laura Piland Pilandla@daretolearn.org 
Karen Mills Kemkoala@aol.com 
LIsa Witsman witsmanfamily@yahoo.com 
Stephanie Bullard bullards98@gmail.com 
stephen elrod selrod@wcpss.net 
Donna Thaggard Misst2nd@gmail.com 
Connie Adam conniejadam@yahoo.com 
Danielle Taylor d.taylor@intsch.se 
Ginger Thornton gthornton@cesjds.org 
Suzanne Jensen jensenb002@hawaii.rr.com 
Nicole Covell ncovell@fabius.cnyric.org 
Elisa Waingort elisawaingort5@gmail.com 
Janet Myers mjm1b1@yahoo.com 
Leann Leyden Lleyden@rocketmail.com 
Vernastene Black Vernasteneb@gmail.com 
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Cathy Bartgis cbartgis@plainview.k12.ok.us 
Marie MacDonald mariemacd4@gmail.com 
Ganan Fannin ganan.fannin@rowan.kyschools.us 
Patricia McSweeney mcsweeneypat@hhschools.org 
Irene Keleminic renietoo@me.com 
Shawn Wyble shawnwyble@gmail.com 
Meg Ormiston meg@techteachers.com 
Shawn Wyble shawnwyble@gmail.com 
Gay Landaiche glandaiche@stmarysschool.org 
Heather Temske Temske@gmail.com 
Nancy Kemler kemlern@parklandsd.org 
Tara Settle Settle3@gmail.com 
Sebastian Panakal sebastianpanakal@gmail.com 
Leona White leona.white@acps.k12.va.us 
Kerry Franklin Twofethrs@aol.com 
Paula Rushia Paula.rushia12@gmail.com 
Genia Klein geniak@excite.com 
Amy Kneller Adkneller@gmail.com 
Lisa Carbone Lcarbone@wayneschools.com 
Cori Wolff cori.wolff@usd262.net 
Pennie DeMoss Pennie_demoss@yahoo.com 
Tracie Gones traciegones@yahoo.com 
Lynn Diagostino LMDiago@verizon.net 
Erin Sheehan esheehan@bisd303.org 
Carol Stephens Cstephens@saintlawrence.net 
Lenae Madonna l.madonna@lemanmanhattan.org 
Jennifer Willems jennifer.willems@moffatsd.org 
Patricia McSweeney tmcsweeney26318@comcast.net 
Ann Vandenberg avandenberg@sjnds.com 
Anita Patterson anitap@rcsnc.org 
Cindy Engelhard cindy.engelhard@airadv.net 
Nancy Johnson jcjvb@wps60.org 
paula schubert pschubert@limestone.edu 
Trae Kendrick trae@tepsa.org 
Tiffany Trent tiffanytrent@johnston.k12.nc.us 
Patrice Gans pgans@fraserwoods.com 
Nora Thompson nthompso12@gmail.com 
Peter Skillen peter@peterskillen.org 
Gary Feltman garyfeltman@gmail.com 
Angie Harrison angie.harrison@yrdsb.edu.on.ca 
Karen Steffensen karen.steff@gmail.com 
Barb McWethy barbmcwethy@gmail.com 
Marcela Summerville marcela@spanishworkshopforchildren.com 
Audrey  O'Clair audrey.oclair@gmail.com 
Susan  Farber susan.farber.1954@gmail.com 
Robyn  Ecclestone  Robyn.ecclestone@gmail.com  
Nanci Dower ndower5071@aol.com 
Kelly Perry perrykelly@bellsouth.net 
Heidi Gilman Bennett heidigilmanbennett@gmail.com 
Ilene Berson iberson@usf.edu 
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Appendix	
  B	
  
Voices	
  from	
  the	
  field	
  

Comments	
  entered	
  online	
  in	
  answer	
  to	
  the	
  question	
  “Why	
  do	
  you	
  
feel	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  for	
  ISTE	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  Special	
  Interest	
  Group	
  for	
  Early	
  

Learning	
  and	
  Technologies?”	
  	
  
 
I see ISTE as a group of humans concerned about the success of our 
global society, and as such, we have the responsibility to include all 
groups of learners and users of technology. 
 
Early learning is the initial building block for future opportunities.   
 
Primary grades are the foundation years. Why not focus on best practices 
for the younger students from the start. 
 
Early education is the foundation for children's lifelong success. It should 
be driving all education-related topics, not just participating in them. 
 
It all starts with inspiring learning via innovative teaching in these early 
spaces and places of our schools, centres etc. What is done at these 
levels will cause a ripple up through the system to continue inspiring 
forward thinking learning and teaching. 
 
As a classroom teacher that is expected to try to use and incorporate 
technology in the classroom, with very little other professional guidance, it 
is hard to know what to do in a quick changing field. ISTE can provide 
valuable information to early childhood educators. Often E.C. teachers 
don't know where to look, what is currently available, or how to 
implement at this young age. However, it is paramount that these 
formative years be exposed to technology to assist them as they move 
forward in school. 
 
It is very much needed.  In the 21st century, students cannot wait until 
they are in intermediate grades or middle school until they begin to use 
technology in the classrooms or they will be at a disadvantage compared 
to those who are using it.  Special Interest Groups are meant to 
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encourage and support those educators engaged in a specialized area.  
Since early education has traditionally been neglected, it would be a 
great strategic move to provide this support for the early learning 
educators.   
 
The needs of young children are unique. Making decisions about 
developmentally appropriate uses of technology is complex, for both 
educators and families. Making technology hardware and Internet 
access available to all children and families is critical. Also, there is 
growing interest from publishers and technology companies in the early 
childhood market. Those are reasons we need a special group within ISTE. 
 
Often the voices of the HIGH SCHOOL speak over the elementary voices.  
They don't seem to realize we FEED into their campuses and our 
understanding of our kids and our usage of options does impact their 
campus. 
 
Special interest groups are important.  Peers learn so much from each 
other and this is a place where teachers of young children can get 
together and focus on technology and issues related to technology.  
Young learners have their own special issues and need a voice. 
 
Since ISTE is such a force in bringing educators and researchers together 
to create the link between research and practice,  
and since we are seeing the explosive use of technology in early learning 
environments (formal and informal)  
it is vital that these two realities support a SIG to address and discuss what 
we are uncovering about Early Learning Technologies. 
 
There are many exemplary early childhood educators who are strong 
advocates for the use of technology with young learners and this will 
provide a way to connect, collaborate and share for all of us who share 
this passion. 
 
I think it is vital to get people together who are using, applying and 
researching early learning and technology. As someone who is very 
active in the promotion of mobile technology and education for parents I 
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am looking for places to talk about the emerging trends. The ISTE SIG 
would be an ideal way to be involved in discussions and sharing ideas 
specifically related to early learning needs. 
 
There are many best practices out there in the community, but since there 
is not a SIG we are missing many opportunities. Not only will we be able to 
more easily communicate, but it will give people who are not used to 
presenting a forum to become more involved through ISTE. 
 
I think it is important for ISTE to have a Special Interest Group for Early 
Learning and Technologies because younger students have vastly 
different needs than their older counterparts.  Young children are often 
just developing their literacy skills and need technologies that will help 
them develop both in and out of the classroom! 
 
I feel due to the growth of our societies focus being on technology and 
living in the digital age that our young children are exposed at too young 
of an age. I want to learn more about how does this affect their 
processing abilities for years ahead? I have experience with toddlers and 
preschoolers and have my own observations on this matter, would love to 
learn more from other's experience. 
 
This particular group of learners has spent their toddler years using their 
parents cell phones, iPhones and computers. We have young learners 
entering the classroom with a set of tech skills. How are these skills refined, 
encouraged and developed? How do we engage these learners in the 
school environment? How do we harness their potential?  
How many classrooms are they entering in which the k teacher doesn't 
use tech? How will at impact these learners? Parents are concerned 
about screen time. How do educators explain the difference between 
tech as a tool and screen time?  
There are many questions that need to be explored in regards to the 
younger learner. 
 
What will the world look like when today’s Kindergarteners become 
tomorrow’s adults? It’s hard to predict, but what we do know is they must 
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be armed with some critical skills – they need to be able to communicate, 
function and create change. 
 
If we want our students to be able to compete on a global level, we can't 
wait until the middle of elementary grades for our students to become 
conversant in the digital literacies. 
 
The special interest group is an awesome way to bring teachers together! 
Collaboration at it's best! 
 
Children are learning to use technology at home at an early age. It is our 
job as educators to teach them responsible, productive ways to use it. 
 
Young Children have grown up with technology. We need to use our 
hours in the classroom tapping into their curiosity with the tools they know. 
Teach them to use their resources wisely. 
 
To ensure use is developmentally appropriate and more beneficial than 
not. To advocate for appropriate use based in research and sound 
educational practice 
 
Young children are living in technologically rich environments.  We need 
to be sure these environments are not just a "passing fad" but that they 
have meaningful and engaging experiences that help them learn and 
grow.   
 
Digital citizenship and Internet safety should be taught as soon as a 
student first touches a computer, not in middle school! Much of what goes 
on at conferences is geared toward older students, so ECE teachers are 
not encouraged or inspired to integrate technology. Our youngest 
learners are missing out on so much! 
 
Having recently switched grades, from 5th to 2nd, I more fully understand 
some of the frustrations expressed by primary teachers. It's a whole 
different world in the primary grades and a different level of support and 
PD is needed. 
 



	
  	
  

	
   14	
  

It is important because most technological resources available to 
educators are geared more towards upper elementary school, middle 
school and high school and not for the youngest learners. 
 
I think primary aged students tend to be left out of the latest 
technological advances.  School districts tend to focus all of their 
technology budgets and interest on high school students to prepare them 
for the workforce, when they should focus on younger students to build 
the foundations sooner.   
 
Because little people can/are doing amazing things with technologies. 
This is their world and we need to support, encourage and showcase 
what they can do. A SIG for Early Learning and Tech gives a space and 
voice for all of us passionate about learning in the Early Years - to share, 
learn from each other and advocate for the little ones! 
 
We are at a time where there is an unprecedented opportunity to bring 
learning experiences across the domains to children through technology.  
However the need to be attentive to developmental appropriateness is 
especially crucial for early learners. This is a complex undertaking and 
needs a thoughtful, informed, and committed approach. An ISTE SIG 
holds the promise and opportunity to represent such an approach.   
 
I believe we need this group because the littlest children, and their 
parents are the easiest manipulated.  I believe there are apps and 
programs that appear visually academic but actually have very little 
lasting value.  I believe that we early childhood educators need a target 
for goals in technology learning, and a guiding light through the sea of 
toys to the restful landing of truly valuable tools for the classroom. 
 
The idea of engaging early learners and their providers with tools that are 
technology based is a provision that cannot be escaped.  Our world is 
becoming a place where nearly all of needs in obtaining information and 
communication will be provided by tech tools.  Technology should be 
commonplace in our ECE learning environment for this reason.  
Technology settings should be as natural as the blocks or art area as it 
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relates to real life props for a child's interaction.  This one variable provides 
information and engagement across all domains, even social/emotional.   
 
Technology is here to stay and age appropriate use is critical to enhance 
the learning process while not taking away from the use of concrete 
learning methods and materials used for concept development. 
 
Technology is being used at younger and younger ages, and I'd like to 
have support and learn from peers how to use technology in school 
purposefully. 
 
There are a lot of technologies appropriate for this age group, it would be 
great to have a group who helps sift through all the things that are out 
there and develops/supports the use of appropriate products. A best-
practices group that can help newer or inexperienced teachers make 
good choices for kids 
 
Technologies and technology use for early childhood education looks 
quite different from tech for older children - it is really a separate topic 
and it's MUCH more useful for people to talk about tech use for particular 
age groups rather than for "kids" in general! 
 
There 's a need to explore, share and promote quality instruction across 
the EC field.  We need leadership to expand in the tech field so all 
children have valuable instruction. 
 
The early years are the learning years and we know students learn new 
skills more quickly/easily prior to age 8.  This is the perfect time to begin 
building tech skills for our littlest digital natives.  In addition, early childhood 
is often an underrepresented group when it comes to technology 
integration in schools.  We need to network and have access to more 
resources. 
 
Incorporating tech into ECE can be overwhelming and is often done 
inappropriately.  It would be great to band together to share resources 
and support each other. 
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Our learners connect with digital media at a young age, the way we 
support learners connecting with content appropriately and meaningfully 
is critically important 
 
More and more we are seeing k-2 students integrating mobile devices into 
their learning and other technologies and I feel it is very important to 
advocate for this very special group. 
 
Early learners in many areas are already involved with technology for 
learning and playing so those of us in Ed tech need to be aware of and 
involved with the software and hardware they use. 
 
There is a lot out there for young learners and some of it is not the best. We 
need guidelines and training for educators so they can start using the best 
technologies in the best ways in their classrooms of young learners. 
 
So many technologies are being introduced at a younger age that we 
need to be ready to help enhance these skills when they enter school.  
More teachers need exposure to early learning opportunities. 
 
Technology is always changing and growing.  If students are to use this 
later, we need to begin incorporating it at a younger age.  Like anything 
else, they are so ready to learn.   
 
Technology is quickly becoming the sole language through which the 
world communicates enabling more profitable global collaborative efforts 
to solve the world's problems. As early childhood educators it is our duty to 
set children on the path to success by providing opportunities to explore 
and learn with a wide variety of resources preparing them for a life using 
technology. Opponents of using technology in early childhood learning 
environments often cite the need to steer away from technology to focus 
on more concrete endeavors as they elicit greater levels of retention. 
However, with the invention of such things as white boards and the iPad 
applications in the classroom have lead to advances in reaching those 
students with physical and speech disabilities, behavioral and 
developmental deficits, and those in the Autistic spectrum. Students 
without disability and those above grade level have been engaged to 
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create and expand their knowledge through games and applications 
that allow them to think critically, explore new worlds, and investigate 
ways to create unstructured artistic endeavors. Teachers use technology 
in the classroom to expand on concepts introduced and have made 
assessment and evaluation an expedited process enabling them to 
adapt teaching methods faster translating in classrooms that operate 
more efficiently with higher order thinking a priority. 
 
To build a strong STEM foundation we must start with the early grade 
levels. 
 
This is often an overlooked age group, but there is so much potential for 
incorporating technology -- and it's important that we have people 
exploring the most effective and most useful ways to use technology with 
this age group.    Educators who work with this age group would benefit 
from more information that could emerge from this SIG. 
 
As a teacher educator, I desire for pre-service teachers to receive training 
in integrating technology intentionally in their field experiences and 
clinical practice.  The rapid change in technology is difficult to keep up 
with and I realize collaborating and participating in groups such as ISTE 
are necessary. 
 
In a rapidly evolving digital landscape, much emphasis is placed on 
creating technologically literate students, but very little attention is given 
to our youngest learners. What does meaningful learning with technology 
look like for children in their early years? The research-base on effective 
early learning pedagogy that successfully integrates technology is sparse 
at best. A formal ISTE SIG around early childhood is needed to advocate 
for technology usage in early learning classrooms and promote the 
advancement of meaningful technology integration in teaching and 
learning with our youngest students. 
 
The new NAEYC/Fred Rogers Center Joint Position Statement creates an 
opportunity to raise awareness, engage more individuals and 
organizations in the conversation and efforts and raise the level of 
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discourse.  A meaningful presence at ISTE is an important part of that 
process. 
 
There is no official representation for early educators who support using 
technology in the classroom or in their offices. We are under-represented 
and under-served. 
 
Support elementary teachers who sometimes are scared to step out with 
new technologies 
 
There are always lots of resources available for upper elementary students 
but a lot of times the needs (differences) needed to be applied for early 
elementary students are not addressed.  Early elementary students are 
VERY capable and should be doing more independently!  What a great 
idea to address this need! 
 
Educators need to take a vocal and passionate stand for 
developmentally appropriate technology for our youngest learners.  
Access to rich, interactive, creative, play based technologies is essential.  
The hazard of limiting young children to passive, fancy, blinged-out 
technology that does not meet their creative and playful needs is very 
real.  A group such as this could play a huge role in promoting this 
concept.  
 
As well, I am an active member of the #kinderchat family, whose goal has 
always incorporated this philosophy to all aspect of learning connected 
to young children. Balancing all of the tactile and technology possibilities 
is important. 
 
Early learners learn differently from older learners so they have different 
needs. They are also growing up with a digital culture that has changed 
significantly compared to the digital culture older children have grown up 
with. 
 
I think early years teachers/teaching already embed the inquiry/child-led 
approach to learning that upper schools are looking for... 
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It is a great challenge for teachers in the younger grades to integrate 
technology in their lessons. This SIG could help and support those teachers 
so that students can enter the upper grade with the necessary skills to 
succeed! 
 
I am a huge advocate for the little people (ie my grade one students) 
using technology. It is just as powerful for the little ones as it is for the older 
ones. I am their voice, because they re not old (or loud) enough to be 
heard in the world of the big people. I will continue to show how amazing 
the little people are and what truly incredible things they can do with 
technology. 
 
Children are using technology at a young age and we need to use their 
interest and knowledge of technology to engage them in their learning 
and to empower them to be responsible for their own learning.  I have 
seen students’ skills in reading and writing increase with the use of 
technology.  I have also seen students use initiative to create their own 
projects using technology.  It would be great to have a network of primary 
teachers using and sharing best practices. 
 
Life is much different in kinder world! 
 
Younger children have the same fascination with technology as the older 
ones.  Many people do not realize how many things these kids can do 
and therefore do not give them the opportunities they might older 
students.  It is so motivating and this group would allow those who work 
with younger students an opportunity to increase their knowledge and 
express their creativity.  Would be very beneficial. 
 
I have personally witnessed the power of using technologies with young 
learners.  Today's kindergarten student enters the classroom with great 
readiness for learning with fast-paced individualized technology tools.  This 
year I had a Promethean Board placed in my classroom.  Lessons with the 
use of the board brought a new level of interest and engagement.  It also 
allowed greater differentiation during station activities for my students.  
The classroom no longer had barriers to the outside world!  The use of this 
and other new technologies will capture the imaginations of our future 
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inventors!  The key is focusing on how to make these tools most effective 
with little ones.  The only way to do that is to engage teachers of the 
young with tools highlighting the best ways to implement them with the 
young.  Too often, staff development focuses on the older learner and 
teachers must work to bring it to the younger learner.   
 
I am trying to utilize technology more in my second grade classroom and 
feel more support would be extremely beneficial. 
 
There is very little for ECE in the way of educational technology without 
"gaming" in schools. 
Young students deserve to learn to use technology appropriately within a 
school setting. 
 
Many parents want their early childhood students to be involved in 
technology so it is important for teachers of early learners to connect 
together and help each other grow as educational technology teachers. 
 
Early childhood is a time of learning by doing. The NAEYC new position 
statement talks about the role of technology during these early years and 
about the need to use it as a tool and not an end in and for itself. 
 
Learning from birth is the reality of early learners- passionate about 
providing best practice and advocacy of choice and negotiation for 
learners in a world that acknowledges learning and technologies 
however education seems to be advocating at the same time a one-size-
fits-all. We need great evidence to persuade the blockers. 
 
Most of this is such new information for the average infant/toddler 
teacher, preschool teacher or childcare provider.  They need support and 
professional development in all these areas.  This SIG group could be a 
platform to help meet this need. 
 
Educators can set examples for and educate parents by educating 
children and using best practices in technology. 
Administrators of ECE need "training" and "educating" on the topic.  Many 
are resistant to the thought of ECE and Technology. Sigh!!!!! 
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This is what the children know and it helps them connect with the world 
around them.  They will need to be able to work with people all over the 
world when they are grown and starting with all this now will make it 
second nature to them. 
 
Technology use is a natural part of every child's life in the 21st century. It's 
important that teachers learn are aware of appropriate use and 
integration of these technologies. 
 
If given the opportunity and the resources, children as young as 3 can be 
successful using today's technologies. If we want to prepare our students 
for the global market, we need to start at an early age. 
 
This group is the most important since it starts with young children and 
technology.  It would be great to have a teacher support group for this 
age group. 
 
Anything for our youngest learners is important! We must get them started 
right. 
 
This is a very specific population that needs appropriate access to 
technology. 
 
Younger children have very different purposes for using technology. They 
need special supports to access technology and they can't read as well 
as they will when they are older. 
 
The needs of our youngest learners are specific and distinct from those of 
older students, beginning with the fact that many of our little ones are not 
yet reading, and ending with the potential of any technology to 
permanently affect (both positively and negatively) the developmental 
processes taking place in these early years. The number and importance 
of these processes is not replicated during any other segment of the life 
course; decisions, policies, and practices around tech use in early 
childhood settings must therefore take child development into 
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consideration to a degree that is not present when developing policies 
and practices for other learners. 
 
So much of tech has come from/for upper classes. So much of Early Ed 
teaching focuses on primary skills! These teachers need to collaborate 
and feel they have support to add tech in the mix.  
 
 
Young children are often using technology at home or in other places 
outside of school. Supporting this, teaching them to use tools well, and 
embedding technology in their formal learning at school at a young age 
will support their continued growth in this area. 
 
Yes, the needs of young children are significantly developmentally 
different from those of older kids.  The kinds of important learning are also 
very different, in order to build critical groundwork for later learning.   
 
Start at the beginning! Early learning opportunities form the foundation of 
a person's future educational success.  There needs to be more PD for ECE 
teachers... a typically neglected bunch of professionals.   
 
This is perhaps the fastest growing (and arguably most important) area of 
educational technology.  At least for us, some of the newest technologies 
(slate tablets, etc.) are being piloted in these grades - and the mastery of 
21st century skills is likely most effectively accomplished by those students 
who experience ubiquitous technology in these years. 
 
The needs of our youngest learners are specific and distinct from those of 
older students, beginning with the fact that many of our little ones are not 
yet reading, and ending with the potential of any technology to 
permanently affect (both positively and negatively) the developmental 
processes taking place in these early years. The number and importance 
of these processes is not replicated during any other segment of the life 
course; decisions, policies, and practices around tech use in early 
childhood settings must therefore take child development into 
consideration to a degree that is not present when developing policies 
and practices for other learners 
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So much of tech has come from/for upper classes. So much of Early Ed 
teaching focuses on primary skills! These teachers need to collaborate 
and feel they have support to add tech in the mix. 
 
All too often, using technology for early learners does not get much 
support (financial or morale) in K-12. There is a prevalent fear that is a 
"waste" on such a young age or that it somehow won't benefit children. I 
have presented sessions showing the 'pincher grasp" by playing Angry 
Birds and the many accessibility options with devices such as the iPad. WE 
as a society need to invest in the technology and PD for early learners. 
 
 
Sharing is important. An early learner has such specialized needs, that we 
all need help finding ways to meet those needs in our classrooms. 
 
I think the better educators are prepared to work with young children and 
technology, the more assistance we can give to families.  I think having a 
diverse group of people from different industries will help us find creative 
and effective ways of approaching this issue. 
 
All too often in education, technology is viewed as too expensive to 
"waste" on early learners. As a parent and educator this is both 
disheartening and vastly unfounded. The natural curiosity and inherent 
ability to simply figure something out makes early learners prime 
candidates for users, consumers and creators of technologies, even more 
so than their older counterparts. 
 
We are living in a technological age unlike anything ever seen in human 
history. The early learners of today have never known a world without 
Internet, Google, or even mobile devices. They have an expectation to 
have technology and connectivity at their fingertips at all times. To be 
able to meet the needs of these learners, it is imperative to have a 
network of ideas and support. A SIG would allow educators and 
supporters/innovators to come together and create/envision the 
environment these learners need and expect. 
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Technology has the potential to change everything. It also has the 
potential to be used as a massive textbook, or fancy worksheet.  Early 
years education requires a level of engagement that goes beyond the 
technology to the connections, collaboration, and rich experiences 
necessary to learning.  I am hoping that this will be a place to advocate 
for technology play.   
 
I think it is important since we are starting to discover how technology can 
be used to help children to learn. It can boost Literacy and Math skills 
along with socialization.  Technology is being used by children already, so 
why not tap into this way of teaching for children who thrive using it. Plus, 
it helps our students keep up with others around the world. It helps keep us 
competitive with other countries while being able to connect with them. 
 
Let's face it.  Our students are coming to us with tech experience at earlier 
and earlier ages.  I don't feel that the majority of our teachers know how 
to tap into that ability to help enhance learning in the classroom (and let's 
hope no one starts talking about 'increasing test scores' in this group! LOL). 
 
Early access, opportunities, lessons, activities with technology are crucial 
for children. 
 
As more and more school divisions are eliminating their computer labs, I 
find that students in the early grades are not learning how to use 
technology or developing technology skills.  Teachers are overwhelmed 
with new curriculum standards (Common Core and etc.) and many of 
them are not tech savvy. 
 
It would be great to have a group where I could build a connection with 
other teachers who teach computers or use technologies with younger 
students.  Also, it would be wonderful to have more classes at ISTE 
conferences that meet the needs of this group of teachers as well as the 
younger age group. 
 
I work in a Mac one to one school and have attended the Tennessee ISTY 
conference. It was hard to find sessions that applied to young children. I 
have also taken college courses that are suppose to be about 
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technology in the classroom but it has turned to be more upper school 
related. As a teacher in a one-to-one school I'm expected to use 
technology in every subject . Where do I go for help & standards? It would 
be of great help to have early childhood included in all areas technology 
related. 
 
Early learners learn differently from older learners so have different needs. 
They are also growing up with a digital culture that has changed 
significantly compared to the digital culture older children have grown up 
with. 
 
With so many articles covering the 21st century skills, etc., very few sites 
have resources or information to help teachers in the 3 - 8 year old age 
group. 
 
Yes, as more free and/or inexpensive apps become available for early 
learners we need a forum to review and make recommendations for use. 
 
The young children of today are digital natives, yet there is not enough 
information/support available to help their teachers--who are primarily 
digital immigrants-use technology to enhance the instruction of these 
children. 
 
As the education populace continues to look at the model for 21st 
century learning, we must seek and embrace more creative ways to 
educate our children on how to use technology responsibly. Children at 
young ages (prior to preschool) are exposed to technology (ie. - iPads, 
tablets, various gaming systems). This may mean that many of them come 
to school with a working knowledge of how to use computers and other 
forms of technology. Educators need a framework for teaching within 
these contexts. 
 
I think that as we are moving further and further into the technology age, 
we as educators need to make sure that we are on the forefront of 
understanding the technology that can be made available to students to 
ensure they receive the best education possible. 
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We are the catalysts for readying our children for grade school. 
 
As research and best practice implications are pointing at the positive 
influence tech can have on the learning of young children it is important 
for us to have a voice. Educators need working examples, PD, and 
mentoring. This SIG could assist. 
 
The needs of early childhood students are unique. Research on 
technology integration and appropriate use is limited in the early 
childhood context. With the advent of new technologies tools, it is 
essential that we examine the use of such devices with respect to 
developmentally appropriate practice and find ways to best use them 
with young children to support learning. 
 
There is always the threat of technology being introduced to young 
children before they are physically and mentally ready for it. What works 
for fifth graders doesn't always work for first graders. We need an 
advocate group to guide technology development for young people. 
 
Practice in digital and global citizenship should start in the early grades. 
We need to educate children to be fluent in and grow with technology. 
 
Our technology society today is growing at a fast pace. Children are 
exposed to a variety of forms of technology at home/school. Students are 
engaged with learning through technology. We have many resources in 
the technology world today; the key is knowing where to find it and how 
to utilize it to help our students grow academically. Technology can be 
used to teach ALL types of learners. 
 
These children have needs and interests that are different from older 
children.  We need to reach and interest them better.   Having some 
targeted items for this population especially if they are special education 
or English language learners would only go to help skyrocket their 
educational experiences and learning. 
 
Every bit of technology support is given to the upper grades, at least in our 
district.  We need to start efforts at the early grades.  They easily adapt to 
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the use of iPods, iPads, and computers.  They should begin using these 
instruments so they become proficient at using them and designing uses 
for them in their future. 
 
Tablet technology resonates with little guys. We need to be cognizant of 
what's happening and help educators figure out best strategies for use 
with children this age. 
 
As the use of hand held devices and interactive white boards becomes 
more prevalent in the early years, I think it is important that we, as 
educators, find ways to use these devices to help students become 
creators using technology, not just consumers of technology. 
 
I see the majority of support for emerging technology and young children 
going to either the first years of early childhood education (preventative) 
or later years (remediation) after standardized testing.  We need available 
support, resources and funding through EVERY year of a child's education. 
 
Many voices say it is developmentally inappropriate to use technology 
with very young children. We need to have a strong voice to counter their 
claims that it prevents social interaction and does other damaging things. 
 
I feel it is important to have a special interest group for early learning and 
technologies. There are so many questions that school districts have as 
they plan for to meet the needs of early learners. 
 
Our world is moving at a very fast rate and becoming totally depending 
on technology. Our children need to be exposed to the functions and 
importance of technology at the earliest age. By engaging them at an 
early age, our children will adapt to a technical world. 
 
It will give all students a head start on integrating Web 2.0 tools into their 
learning. This feat will only excel and enhance their learning in later years. 
 
The use of technology in early childhood is often overlooked. Technology 
is seen as an "add-on" and not an essential part of early childhood 
education. However, studies have shown that the earlier children are 
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taught how to use technology responsibly the better off they will be down 
the line.  Effective use in the early grades teaches children early on that 
technology is not just for playing, digital citizenship, and develops the skills 
they will need to use in later years. 
 
Young children are digital natives and absolutely unafraid to 
try/embrace/share their uses of technology.  Many of us who work with 
young children are digital immigrants and could use some support in 
different ways to use technology with the little ones. 
 
It is important that we address the needs of our young learners who are 
coming to school armed with a different skill set than those of children in 
recent years. These young people are very comfortable with many 
different types of technology and are also programmed to expect it to 
continually change. We must be prepared to meet them where they are 
combining core content with new approaches. 
 
Technology should be available in early childhood classrooms and should 
be a goal to provide for children even at ages as young as three.  When I 
have been privileged to have access to technology tools, my young 
students have flourished with individual and group activities.  It is 
awesome to see the inspiration and motivation to higher learning spark 
and burn brilliantly! 
 
People are talking about how to best use technology in the early 
childhood classroom but I think we still need to discuss it further and 
support administrators and teachers use technology in a developmentally 
appropriate way. 
 
Although the use of technology for social purposes is becoming 
commonplace, the debate about its place in early childhood continues 
to be highly contested.  There needs to be a space for the discussion, 
research, and dissemination of responsible use of technology for young 
children and ISTE is the best place to start this conversation. 
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It is so important that we keep technology developmentally appropriate 
for young children who require such.  This takes much thought and a 
special interest group would provide a much needed focus. 
 
I believe that the lack of technology for students and teachers in early 
learning is a major problem. 
 
Special Interest Group for Early Learning and Technologies would provide 
a forum for early childhood educators to share ideas and resources for 
adapting and integrating digital technologies into the curriculum. 
 
The world of technology is ever changing! We need to stay current and 
learn about all of the resources, sites, etc. 
 
Sharing knowledge benefits everyone, teachers and students. 
 
Technology has become an integral part of our lives. We are all digital by 
birth.  The earlier we start, the better it is. 
 
It is also important to have an active, ongoing community to share, learn 
and encourage professional growth. 
 
It will be great to have a group of colleagues from across the world to 
collaborate and advocate with. 
 
There are so many of us trying to use technology effectively in the 
classroom.  I am quite shocked this group has not been recognized as of 
yet. 
 
This question does not even need to be asked, early learning is a vital part 
of educating children of this nation and sadly overlooked too long. Why 
we even have to petition for a SIG in Early Learning is beyond me. Do the 
right thing. Start the group already. 
 
 
	
  


